It is a big surprise that the President, Dr. Goodluck Jonathan, says he is prepared to prune the growing cost of running public affairs. All the newspapers have reported that he is set to confront the challenge headlong by scrapping some government bodies, merging others and restructuring many. The details are still being worked out. All that has been released so far is that the National Examinations Council, National Poverty Eradication Programme and the Universal Tertiary Matriculation Examination are the fist casualties of the plan. By the announced plan, it is clear that the president and his men either do not appreciate the magnitude of the problem or he is again playing games with a deadly disease afflicting the country. How does scrapping NECO and directing WAEC to absorb the workers amount to cutting cost? Or how would changing the name of NAPP amount to enhancing the value of governance? What is he doing to ensure that every kobo that goes into the national treasury counts? What is he doing to ensure that public policy is tailored towards alleviating the suffering of the people? The paper examines the Cost of Governance under Jonathan's presidency. It explores cost of governance in a thematic form, using concrete instances to drive home its major theses. The paper concludes by positing that rising cost of governance is unnecessary waste of public funds in payment of entitlements, due to overbloated administrative cost, but it has, above all, given rise to the current unhealthy rivalry and widespread bitterness between the so-called clause of "senior ministers and junior or ministers of state."
Introduction
For any society to make progress there must be a government to run its affairs. However, citizens would perceive government as a burden when its recurrent expenditure is repeatedly higher than its capital expenditure, which should impact positively on the economy, especially in the areas of employment generation, investment and other activities that induce growth. This is the challenge that stares Nigeria in the face. It is now incontrovertible that the cost of running a democratic government is high in the country. This is aptly demonstrated in 2012 budget. While N2.472trillion is proposed for recurrent expenditure, a figure that accounts for the The move was a delayed response to proposals by the Presidential Advisory Council (PAC) chaired by Lt-Gen. Yakubu Danjuma. The committee had advised President Jonathan to reduce the number of ministries from 42 to 18 and fuse together the non-ministerial agencies to avoid overlap, duplication and redundancy. However, the President said that the idea of limiting the cabinet size was contrary to the constitution which stipulates that a state should be represented in the Federal Executive Council. Civil societies have picked holes in the budget, alleging wastage. The Executive Director of Socio-Economic Rights and Accountability Project (SERAP), Tokunbo Mumuni, said certain questionable priorities, which underline the wastage, should be removed from the budget.
He said, at a time poor Nigerians lacked water, electricity, and quality schools, budgetary proposals should reflect national soberness. "The President should show strong political will by cutting down some allocations contained in the budget. These include N13 billion for local and international travels, N45 billion for stationery, magazines, newspapers; N17 billion for vehicle maintenance and furniture, N5 billion for training, N4 billion for generators, N9 billion for refreshment and meals, N2.5 billion for computer software, and N27 billion for research and development. Religious leaders who expressed worry at the high cost of governance have also supported a drastic cut in emoluments for appointees. At its last synod in Akure, Ondo State capital, the Anglican Church, blamed the inability of some state governments to pay the new minimum wage on the expansion of government structures. The Bishop of Akure Diocese, Rev.
Michael Ipinmoye, who read the church's communiqué, lamented that the cost of governance in Nigeria is the highest in the world.
It is noteworthy however, that the president's address was still lacking in clarifications and timelines. It is good that government is going to rehabilitate the railway system, but it is not known when that is going to start and end; if intra-city roads are to be repaired, which cities will be affected and how soon the repair work to commence, more-so now that the mass transit buses are here? We are aware that the cost of governance in Nigeria does not consist in the basic salaries of political office holders, and the cost of overseas trips by government officials. Certain questions are pertinent here: How much are the basic salaries of the president and his ministers? What do 25 percent of these salaries add up to in one year to make a significant impact on the lives of ordinary Nigerians? Cost of governance in Nigeria consists not much in basic salaries but rather in bogus allowances; over bloated cabinet at all levels of government; ostentatious lifestyle of political office holders. The essence of this paper is to examine the role the office of the Presidency in increasing cost of governance in Nigeria.
The Cost of Governance
The cost of governance is the money spent on administrative processes. It is also known as administrative expenditure. Adewole and Osabuohien (2007) divided cost of governance into two: recurrent administrative expenses and capital administrative expenses. They defined cost of governance as costs associated with the running of government. In other words, these are costs incurred by the government is running governmental affairs. The government helps to sustain the social contract that binds every member of the state. Similarly, Fluvian (2006) defined cost of governance as any expenditure in maintaining government administrative structures. He also equates cost of governance to total administrative expenditure, which is a part of total federal government expenditure in Nigeria. He posited that the justification for using total administrative expenditure as cost of governance stems from the fact that administrative expenditures are incurred in governing processes. According to , cost of governance is government budget allocated to both capital and recurrent expenditures on maintaining government administrative structures, which appears to be very enormous in Africa the question of efficiency in governance is, therefore, to ensure that public funds are spent judiciously, while public goods and services are sufficiently provided. The distribution of Public goods and services in Nigeria is based on the principle of equity. Natural and human resources may skew income distribution in favour of endowed groups when the market is allowed to be the principal mechanism for resource allocation (Osabuohien,2007) .
Free markets are, therefore, more likely to be hindered when pronounced disparities exist in the distribution of natural and human capital endowments among groups that exist in a particular society. This mostly explains why the nationalists of northern extraction did not agree at first with the idea of independence in Nigeria, since their limited investment in human capital would put them at a disadvantage in a post -independent Nigeria (Adewole and Osabuohien, 2007) . Nigeria, therefore, put up a political arrangement that ensured that the commanding heights of the economy were left in the domain of the public sector. With the benefit of hind sight, one could say this arrangement signaled the beginning of patronize activities that stifled the market and productivity, promoted rent seeking, brought an imbalance between efforts and rewards, and raised the cost of governance in Nigeria. Cost of governance, according to Afolugbo (2004) , is therefore the cost incurred in running the government. It is the cost of performing political duties, and rendering social services to the public. The structure of government inherited at independence is largely a reflection of colonial influence. The colonial powers arbitrarily divided the African continent so that ethnically unrelated peoples were forced into political matrimony for the formation of a state (Easterly and Levine, 1997) Colonial governments established "extractive institutions" in places where unfavourable weather had serious health consequences for them and created European style institutions in places favourable for habitation (Afolugbo, et al, 2004) . Thu s, weak institutions, amply represented by growth -inhibiting political structures, became the dominate feature of resource rich multi-ethnic societies. Afolugbo, et al (2004) added that the opportunistic behavioiur of ethnic leaders, particularly in a mineral-rich polity such as Nigeria, eventually produced a government structure that had a negative toll on social and economic progress. According to Iyoha and Oriakhi (2002) , a larger than optimal civil service, dominated mainly by that section of the country with significant human capital deficiencies is bound to raise governance costs and institutionalize the mechanisms for rent extraction. This is a major problem in Nigeria. Another institutional f actor that raises cost of governance is the provision of security by the state. For instance, a public good like law and order (security for short) has a high degree of public interest, upon which there is a broad consensus that it could be more cheaply provided by government, particularly by a central government, if we admit that in reality there is no pure public good, we should understand why profit maximizing firms could equally provide complementary security services. However, government provides that bulk of security services. Thus, the role of the private sector in the security sector is minimal (Ejuvbkpokpo,2012) . We recognize that the different levels of government would be able to organize security effectively. According to Adewole and Osabuohien (2007) , the absence of the centralization of security affects its efficiency and drives up cost of making security available. This model is dr awn mainly from the insights provided by Olsen (1965) and Fates, et al (2002) . In conventional economic theory, the state is a product of cooperation. In other words, rational human who live within a defined territory discover a net gain in cooperation rather than in competition. It could be likened to a group of many perfectly competitive firms who form a collusive unit called a monopoly. From a political economy perspective, the state is the by -product of rational individuals who believe that state formation would be better than living as individual or families. The state, therefore, as well as being the government's instrument of operation, is a natural monopoly, for no two organizations with equal powers of force over a defined territory can co-exist successfully and maintain relative peace.
Lastly, the state is formed for the benefit of the people. It enables individuals to co-exist peacefully by avoiding violence and reducing tendency for communal and individual clashes. Fates, et al (2002) added that if people can resist the temptation to steal, or extract rent for selfish reasons, there will be prosperity in the state. However, this is unlike the Nigerian situation. Most politicians are corrupt, selfish and passive. They specialize in looting public treasury. Consequently, pronounced poverty is a key feature of this kind of the rising cost of governance in Nigeria represents more than a means of providing common good, as it can be related to the government capacity to help the ability to achieve individual satisfaction and material prosperity. Therefore, governance could be compared to the management, supply and delivery of public services to a nation. According to Fluvian (2006) , there are specific factors responsible for the rising cost of governance in Africa. First, there is the issue of inflation. Public project costs are unduly inflated by corrupt politicians. There should be equity. Adewole and Osabuohien (2007) added that the rising cost of governance in Nigeria is a price we have to pay for undue consideration for equity.
Similarly, the issue of misuse of public funds is another cause of the rising cost of governance in Nigeria (Warimen, 2007) . Political leaders inflate the costs of public projects to embellish themselves. Adewole and Osabuohien (2007) also said that the supply of security beyond the optimal level will lead to limited prosperity. In other words, the excess money spent by government on a particular set goods affects development, since resources are scarce and should be optimally utilized. Furthermore, there is population increase. An increase in population implies that there is pressure in the limited available the resources. Fluvian (2006) also said that increase in population implies that more demand for public goods and services, such as education, health services, etc. the need to give every ethnic group adequate representation is another reason for increasing cost of governance. Another major cause of the persistent rise in cost of governance in Africa vis-a -vis Nigeria is the extra large public and civil service sector (Ejubekpokpo,2012 ). This has been described as an institutional factor by Afolugbo, et al (2004) . Most public workers in Africa are redundant due to employment of excessive work staff to reduce unemployment.
Employees are more than the optimal size, which led to inefficiency and unnecessary increase in cost.
For example, according to Fafowora (2011) Besides these reckless proposals, nothing typifies the frivolous, insensitive and completely inept leadership troubling Nigeria current than the recent a pproval of a N22 billion banquet hall for Aso Villa by the Federal Executive Council(FEC). The FEC hinged its decision to award this contract mainly on its belief that smaller countries have better banquet halls near their seats of power. The Federal Capital Territory Minister, Bala Muhammed, who briefed the press on the issue, added that the existing hall was inconveniencing and that the proposed 150-seater hall would have such facilities as" security, hall conveniences, technical room and press briefing room that are more and more enhanced so that national broadcast can be done from there" (Durojaiye,2012:23) .
In terms of the relevance of contracts approved, the decision of the FEC to approve a N22 billion contract for the construction of a 150-seater banquet hall and other related works in the presidential villa has been one of the most criticized contracts awarded.
High cost of governance under Jonathan
President Jonathan is largely touted as running an extravagant government judging by the amount devoted to feeding, refreshments, entertainments and other incidental expenses like trips among others. The near -N1 billion allocated for the same purpose in the 2012 budget generated a swirl of controversy big enough to force the presidency to order a reduction. In the 2013 budget, the president has tried to come down a bit with allocation, particularly in the area of expenses on food, refreshments and welfare for the State House, the Vice-president and other ministries. The total allocation to the presidency in the 2013 budget proposal is N35, 545,673,132, with total personnel cost put at N 11,476,593,929. Total over-head is N11,569,079,204, with total recurrent put at N23,045,673,132 while total capital stands at N12,500,000,000. out of this, the presidency budgeted N327,154,931 for refreshment and meals and another N406,738,969 to purchase foodstuff, just as Vice-President Namadi Sambo would spend N112,500,000 to purchase food for the 2013 fiscal year another N123,406,499 on refreshment and N7,020,750 to purchase cooking gas. When added, the total for the presidency meals is not too far from the N1 billion budgets of 2012. The presidency has, however, always argued that the allocation include budget for meals and drinks served during the different ceremonies and events at the State House and feeding of cabinet ministers during the weekly cabinet meetings. Even in spite of the boast about improved electricity supply across the country, the presidency, it appears, is not ready to take chances on the possibility of outage. Hence in 2013, it proposed to spend N72, 510,832 to fuel its generators while it will also spend N553, 056,411 for honorarium and sitting allowances.
Soaring cost of foreign trips
Just like other areas, President Jonathan spent billions of naira on foreign trips in 2012 despite his earlier promise to cut down these expenses, even as he is planning on spending a whopping N2.6 billion next year on foreign trips. The nation can authoritatively report that the president together with his entourage have spent nothing less that N3.354 billion since 2010 on foreign trips. The president within the first 11 months of this year flew out at least 20 times.
In September alone, the president traveled out of the country four times, including his trips to Addis Ababa. Within the firs nine months when he first became president, he spent N970, 891 million on foreign travels (Yusuf,2012:60) . The budget did not however, state explicitly the figures for his travels. But investigations have shown that President Jonathan spent N1.7 billion on foreign trips this year alone (The Nation Editorial,2012:39).
In 2012, N684.74 million was budgeted for foreign travels alone. During his presidency, the president was reported to have flown to different destinations in Africa, Europe, Asia, North America, and South America. In 2011, he visited numerous countries including, United States, France, Uganda, Australia, Ghana, Chad, Equatorial Guinea, and Ethiopia among others. The president travels with his entourage, top aides, and officials of the presidential villa are usual faces on such trips; ministries applicable to the purpose of his overseas trips also send delegations. In recent times the President travels with two members of the National Assembly (one from each chamber), depending on the purpose of his visit. Sahara reporters had in June claimed that Jonathan traveled to Rio de Janeiro, Brazil for the United Nations' Earth Summit with 116 government officials (Yusuf,2012:61) . Although the President rebuffed the figures but he never gave out the exact figure. Jonathan had said in a national broadcast in January, "I have directed hat overseas travels by all political office holders, including the president, should be reduced to the barest minimum. The size of delegations on foreign trips will also be drastically reduced; only trips that are absolutely necessary will be approved" (Yusuf,2012:61) .
Presidential AirFleet ad inifinitum:
Information obtained from government aviation agencies and airline operators by Anofi& Oluwasegun(2012:57) also revealed that the Goodluck Jonathan led administration spend an estimated N9.08 billion annually on the Presidential Air Fleet (PAF). PAF has the third largest fleet of aircraft in the country. According to findings, the PAF contains a total of 10 aircraft, coming closely behind aerocontractors airline, which has total of 14 aircraft. Arik Air, the largest commercial airline in the country, has a fleet of 23 aircraft. According to airline chief executives and industry experts, airlines, airlines spend between 15 and 20 per cent of the cost of an aircraft on its operation yearly. They say that averagely, a little less than one-fifth of the cost of the plane is spent every year on insurance, flight and cabin crew, maintenance, fuelling, catering and training. Going by the fact that at least 15 per cent of this amount is spent annually on operating the PAF, it means about $58.57 million (N9.08 n billion) is spent annually on running the planes (Durojaiye,2012:23) . Nigeria happens to be one of few countries of the world with a large PAF. Most major countries in Europe and Asia maintain mostly two aircraft in their presidential air fleet, according to Wikipedi(2012) . According to the website, Japan maintains only two Boeing 747-400 planes in its presidential air fleet.The two aircraft, mostly for the prime minister, the emperor, empress and other members of the imperial family, is operated by the Japan air Self-Defence Force. Ghana, Algeria and a host of others in Europe maintain only one aircraft in their PAF.
Contract awarding FEC:
As part of the endless spending spree, information obtained from the website of the Bureau of Public Procurement (BPP), BusinessDay(2012) and Ikuomola,2012a&b,and Onogu(2012 show Water front and back swamps, which was worth N383.3 million. On August 8, a contract was awarded for transaction advisory for Design, Build, Finance and Operate on the 2 nd Niger Bridge, which links Anambera and Delta States, The contract was worth N325.6 million on the same day, the FEC also awarded a contract worth N297.7 million for transport advisory services for Design, Build, Finance and Operate on Apakun-Murtala Mohammed International Airport Road. Two more consultancy contracts were awarded on November 28. the first, which is for the provision of consultancy services for the improvement of power supply at Murtala Muhammad International Airport, Lagos, was worth N233.8 million, while the second-a contract for consultancy services (supervision) for the construction of Inland River Port at Jamata, Lokoja-was worth N121.1 million. For the same period-May to November, the FEC favoured short-term projects. Of the 47 awarded contracts reviewed for the period, 29 (62 per cent) were contracts with completion duration of between one and 12 months. Contracts to be completed between 13 and 20 months were nine, as were those with completion duration of 21 months and above. The regular approval of contracts by the FEC has not been without criticism with many Nigerians accusing the executive of turning the weekly meeting into a platform for the award of contracts rather than an avenue for discussing serious national issues. In March this year, the hose of representatives had also slammed the approval of contracts by the FEC, describing such actions as illegal. At the time, the Chairman of the House Committee on Public Procurement, Mrs. Jumoke Okoya-Thomas, had reportedly said the FEC was usurping the powers of the National Councils on procurement as stipulated by law. In the months that followed, the FEC has gone on to approve contracts in excess of N700 billion and the debate has shifted from the legality of the contracts approved by the council to the relevance of the contracts and the council's ability to ensure the approved contracts are executed properly if at all they are executed.
Disdain for due process:
Just recently, Speaker of the House, Aminu Tambuwal, lamented that up to 50 per cent of the nation's revenue was spent by Federal Government Agencies without appropriation by the National Assembly. At a meeting between revenue generating agencies and the House Committee on Finance, he had said: "the constitution and our laws on revenue generation and expenditure have been observed more in the breach," adding, "for the avoidance of doubt, the constitution has provided elaborate methods of revenue collection, revenue remittances and expenditure approvals"(Durojaiye,2012:23).
Aside from the contracts awarded, the FEC has increasingly resorted to reviewing and augmenting contracts awarded. Party (PDP) were indicted and are currently undergoing trial for robbing the country of several billions of naira under the fuel subsidy regime (Eme, et.al,2012) .
Back to he Old Days of Reckless Borrowing:
The demonstrated that the interest of the larger Nigerian citizens is not its priority and hat profligacy is its cardinal principle (Adeniyi,2012:6) .
Like Jonathanm, like Sambo
Like his Principal, Vice President Namadi Sambo is also not left out of the spending spree.
His new residence being constructed is generation much controversy over its cost. The Senate
Committee on the Federal Capital Territory (FCT) on Thursday refused to approve the additional N9bn expenditure budgeted for the Vice President Sambo's Residence under construction (Onogu,2012:1) . Refusing the request, the Chairman of the Committee, Senator Smart
Adeyemi said such amount of money to be spent on a house is not worth it, especially now that many Nigerians are hungry and cannot afford a meal (Ojiabor,2012:1) . Earlier, the Executive Secretary of the federal capital development authority (FCDA), Adamu Ismail, told the lawmakers that the contract was awarded in 2009 for N7bn. Adding, he said the additional N9bn needed was for furniture, fencing, two more protocol guest-houses, a banquet hall and security gadgets. While explaining, Ismail said, the proposal was not contained in the original plan submitted to the contractor, Julius Berger Nig. Ltd. Adeyemi said, "the National Assembly is not going to appropriate additional N9 billion for the project, especially at a period in this country when people cannot get three square meals (Ojiabor,2012:6) . "We requested for N9 billion but now it came to about N6 billion." (Onogu,2012:63) . To Adeyemi, the N14 billion is indefensible, "in view of present realities."
He said, "Now you are asking us to approve a total sum of about N14 billion and this is just the vice president's residence" (Ojiabor,2012:6) . "N 14 billion, to me, is huge for the Vice President's house. If you are even talking of N10 billion that would be understandable " (Yusuf,2012:61) . The reality is that N14 billion is indefensible and that is our submission. In
Nigeria, there are still many people with empty stomach. So, we have to look at budgeting in relation to the needs of the people. 
Nigerians React: Criticisms
Many Nigerians did not only condemn this anti-people spending, they said this disgustingly lavish lifestyle must be curbed. Civil rights groups and the action congress of Nigeria (CAN) criticized the Jonathan-led administration for borrowing N2.57 trillion in 18 months and proposing a N2.2 billion banquet hall project for Aso Rock. They said the country's rising debt profile and the hall project in the presidency had shown that the Jonathan administration was wasteful and selfish.
The Chairman of Coalition against Corrupt Leaders, Debo Adeniran, particularly said the proposal for the hall was a demonstration of insensitivity by the government. He stated: "the absurdity of the reasons given-that the present hall is two kilometers away from the villa, and that it's inferior to that of other similar countries-further demonstrate how frivolity governs the mindset of our leaders when taking serious decisions on our behalf" (Durojaiye,2012:23) . According to him, the exorbitant cost of the project demonstrates the way Nigerian leaders misplace priorities and engage in reckless spending. He added: "we can just imagine how many business N22 billion can save, lives that can be saved and sustained, and infrastructure that can be provided or upgraded" (Olawuni,2012:47 communities" (Ikuomola,2012b:2) .
The President of the Campaign for Democracy, Dr. Joe Okei-Odumakin, also said the debt is a sign of a presidency that is detached from the people. Her words: "This is the height of insensitivity in a country where 72 per cent of citizens live in absolute poverty. The people are in fast and the emperor is feasting. A sign that these people have totally lost it. We no longer have selfless but selfish leaders. What a colossal waste?" (Ikuomola,2012b:3) . The Action Congress of Nigeria on its part described the government as reckless and extravagant, warning that it could plunge the country into bankruptcy if left unchecked. In a statement by its National Publicity
Secretary, Lai Mohammed, the party said the high debt was totally unacceptable. It said it was shameful that a government that had not made a positive impact on Nigerians would engage in such wastage.
The party said the government had beaten its record of profligacy by its decision to build a N2.2 billion banquet hall. The ACN said: "It is interesting the a Minister of the Federal Republic of Nigeria is comparing the country with 'smaller countries when it comes to justify a project that will only benefit a few elite. "Does the Minister know that the citizens of the so-called smaller countries enjoy uninterrupted electricity supply? Does he know that the citizens of those countries don't have to queue up endlessly for petrol and kerosene; that they don't have to depend on Okada for transportation and that they have no road as terrible as Lagos-Ibadan Expressway?" (Ikuomola, 2012a:1) . The party said the project could not be justified in a country where" many go to bed hungry most nights, where youth unemployment is at a high 46.5 per cent and where there are no projects that could make Nigeria to achieve the MDGs, less than three years to the target date" (Ikuomola,2012a (Ikuomola, ,2012 . The ACN advised the administration to retrace its steps by spending the nation's scarce resources only on projects that could benefit the masses, rather than a few elite.
But as would be expected, a barrage of criticisms has continued to greet decisions announced by the government with many calling for the head of the president. A cross-section of those who spoke with The Nation had very harsh words for the Jonathan-led administration.
Constitutional lawyer, Professor Itse Sagay described the proposed amount for a banquet hall at the villa as a wasteful project. According to him it is absolutely shocking to hear that our leadership are hell-bent short-changing the rest of us. I am shocked because right now, the impression we have is that the government is short of money. And you know there is this big debate going on now on whether the civil service should be reduced so that there will be more money for development.
So, I would have thought if we have N2.2 billion, we will use is either for roads, hospitals, universities or other developmental projects rather than a banquet hall. In my view, it is a wasteful project for now given our tight financial circumstances(The Nation Editorial,2012). One would have expected that the government would devote such funds into building refineries, but instead it chooses to build guest-house to host itself and its guests. "Jonathan, no doubt is running an extravagant government like other successive regimes. We are just persuading Jonathan to move in a different direction" (Ojiabor,2012:6) . Human rights activist and lawyer, Bamidele Aturu, also flayed the decision of the administration, saying "It is unbelievable really that the federal Government would be talking about spending such a huge amount of money on a hall or enjoyment for Owambe kind of partying, hall at this time" (Onogu,2012:63) . It is quite insensitive, it does not demonstrate that the government wants Nigerians to believe that the economy is not buoyant and that the government cares about the welfare of the majority of Nigerians given the immediate needs that Nigerians suffer in other areas of life, given the general decay of infrastructure, the lack of good roads, the fact that our educational system has collapsed and the miserable wages that workers are paid.
Dr. Chris Onalo, Registrar/Chief Executive, Institute of Credit Administration (ICA), is hard pressed to believe that the country's leadership would as much as mouth such demands. "For those of us in the credit management profession, we're really worried about the level of transparency in public and private sectors spending. When you look at the huge spending, it does not reflect on the generation of income. 'I just think this country is ruled by certain forces which don't seem to marry reality with euphoria," (Yusuf,2012:61)he said. Expatiating, he posited that it is unthinkable that our leaders would even think of putting up a massive edifice for the VP or the President, in a place where the people are wallowing in abject poverty. Corruption, I daresay, has eaten deep into the fabric of our economy and one only hope and prays that things will not get out of hand before our leaders learn their lessons.
He concluded by suggesting that it is high time Faith-Based Organizations rallied round to drive away this madness. They need to really wake up. We need to create jobs. We need industrial revolution. We need to build an empire which the entire black race would be proud of. Cutting the cost of governance should therefore look into these areas with a view to reducing the number of ministers; pruning down the number of presidential aids; bringing down the number of ministerial aids, and scaling down, considerably, the salaries and wages of these ministers and their aids including their allowances which sucks the economy dry. Another area that needs to be looked into with a view to cutting down cost is the presidential fleet which, many believe, is too bogus for the comfort of just a few individuals in government. Furthermore, we insist that cutting down cost of governance should be holistic and should involve education in the salaries of members of the National Assembly and their allowances. This should also tickle down to the states and the local government where a common councilor collects over N100, 000 a month as salary for doing practically nothing.
Conclusion
Nigeria central government has no fewer than 23 ministries aside commissions headed by ministers with over 50 departments (parastatals) and about twice this figure of agencies. These
MDAs maintain pay-rolls of several thousands of unaccounted workers (ghost workers); thereby exerting so much pressure on lean government resources amidst decaying public infrastructure. It waste of public funds in payment of entitlements, due to over-bloated administrative cost, but it has, above all, given rise to the current unhealthy rivalry and widespread bitterness between the socalled clause of "senior ministers and junior or ministers of state."
